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Major Incident stood down at Dunwich Heath — but people must continue to stay away
1. Major Incident status has been stood down, but the fire incident remains ongoing
1. Members of the public must continue to stay away and respect remaining access restrictions
1. Dunwich and surrounding villages remain open for business
1. Traffic management and access restrictions remain in place 
1. Recovery work will begin alongside the continuing emergency response
The Major Incident declared in response to the Dunwich Heath wildfire has today (Monday 10 August 2026) been stood down, following the latest fire risk assessment.
However, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) is stressing that the incident itself is not over, and people must stay away from Dunwich Heath.

Firefighters will remain at Dunwich Heath, continuing to damp down the affected area, monitor for hotspots and respond to any further fire activity.
Fire crews brought into Suffolk from across the country during the height of the incident, under National Resilience support, will start to scale back from 5pm today, with the continuing firefighting operation being managed by SFRS.
Jon Lacey, Chief Fire Officer of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, said:
“Standing down the Major Incident is an important milestone and reflects the significant progress made by our crews and everyone who has supported this response.
[bookmark: _Int_VXGpRD8H]“But I want to be absolutely clear that this incident is not over. Suffolk firefighters will remain at Dunwich Heath, continuing to damp down, monitor the affected area and deal with hotspots or any further fire activity that emerges.
“The nature of this landscape means fire can remain hidden underground for some considerable time, which is why we continue to ask people to stay away from the heath itself and allow our crews to work safely.
“I want to express my enormous gratitude to every fire and rescue service which has sent people, equipment and expertise to Suffolk.
“The support we have received has been extraordinary. It has given our firefighters vital resilience during a long and demanding operation and helped us protect communities, some of our county’s most important natural habitats and, most importantly, lives.
“I would also like to thank our colleagues across the Suffolk Resilience Forum, voluntary organisations, local communities, residents and businesses for everything they have done over the past 12 days.
“Recovery work can now begin alongside our continuing response, but our firefighters will remain at Dunwich for as long as they are needed.”
Members of the public must not visit Dunwich Heath itself and must continue to respect all closures affecting National Trust, RSPB and other land, public rights of way and footpaths within the affected area.
Although much of the site may now appear calm, fire can remain hidden deep underground in roots, vegetation and animal burrows before re-emerging without warning. Firefighters and other responders will also continue operating vehicles and equipment across the heath. 
While access to the heath remains restricted, Dunwich village and surrounding communities are open for business.
Visitors are encouraged to support shops, pubs, cafés, accommodation providers and other businesses across the area, while continuing to respect road closures, traffic management measures and access restrictions around the fire ground.
Dunwich Road, from Westleton to Dunwich, will reopen today at 5pm. 
Some traffic controls will remain in place to support the continuing emergency response and manage access safely.
Councillor Tristan Gale, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Planning, Devolution and the Fire Service, said:
“The scale of what has happened at Dunwich Heath is difficult to overstate.
“Every one of Suffolk’s 35 fire stations has contributed crews to this incident, supported by firefighters and specialist resources from across the country and an enormous network of partner and voluntary organisations.
“I want to thank every single person who has played a part, from those fighting the fire on the heath and staff working around the clock behind the scenes, to the organisations providing food, welfare, equipment, specialist advice and practical support.
“I also want to thank residents and businesses in Dunwich, Westleton and the surrounding communities. They have lived with road closures, smoke, disruption and uncertainty for almost two weeks and have shown tremendous patience and support for our emergency services.
“Today is an important step forward, but the incident is not over. I would urge everyone to continue following the advice of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, stay away from the heath itself and give our crews the space they need to finish their work safely.”
The move out of Major Incident arrangements also marks the beginning of a coordinated recovery phase.
East Suffolk Council will lead the multi-agency recovery arrangements, working alongside landowners, community representatives and other partners.
The first meeting of the Recovery Coordinating Group will take place today.
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Sealink
Current Status – no change from previous report
[image: Diagram 1, SmartArt diagram] 
Key Milestones 
· Examination ended 5 May 2026 
· Recommendation by Planning Inspectorate expected by 5 July 2026 (no involvement of local authorities) (although planning inspectorate Page  says the date set for this to be completed is 5 August 2026.)
· Final decision by Security of State expected by 5 November 2026 
Sealink Community Fund  1.06m allocated for Suffolk, The fund his has been heavily criticized for being inadequate, as a fraction of the project’s total Value.
You can track the ongoing planning, register your views, and read about the consultation directly on the National Grid Sea Link Project page.

Lion Link
Proposed new 1.8GW Multi-Purpose Interconnector (MPI) between the UK and the Netherlands, to connect at the Suffolk coast.
Currently at the pre-application stage, Please see attached appendix 1 & 2, Page 4 of appendix 2 lays out SCC current position. I will relay these in the Council meeting.
Find further information at LionLink.
SZA&B
Both Cllr Gale and myself attended the SZA&B stakeholder group. The update on decommissioning of A and reports from officers in relation to the extended use of B was very useful. Main points for concern and  the shortfall in available trained technicians to carry out the works for decommissioning, and as B &C will be running simultaneously, The area will be experiencing more outages throughout the operational years.
Community Funding from A&B  – Is underspent There are funds available. Please contact the community fund team.

Sizewell C
SZC Traffic Management Sizewell C Works Tracker - Track SZC Projects & Get Alerts for New Activities

To my knowledge, Overnight Road closures are not taking place throughout Carnival weekend.
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Energy efficiency loans available for Suffolk residents
Homeowners across Suffolk can now apply for a loan to help fund energy efficiency improvements to their homes, thanks to a partnership between Suffolk County Council and Lendology.
The Warm Homes Suffolk Loan scheme offers eligible homeowners access to loans from £2,000 to £15,000 at a fixed interest rate of 2.2% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) loan, with repayment terms of up to seven years.
Borrowers may also repay their loan early without penalty, subject to eligibility and loan terms.
The funding is designed to support residents who want to improve the energy performance of their homes while spreading the cost of installation over a manageable period.
The loan can be used for a range of energy efficiency measures, including:
· Solar photovoltaic (PV) systems
· Solar battery storage
· Solar thermal systems
· Ground source heat pumps
· Air source heat pumps
· Double and triple glazed windows and doors
· Loft, wall and floor insulation
· Ventilation systems when installed alongside insulation measures

Installing energy efficiency improvements can help homeowners reduce their energy bills and create warmer, more comfortable homes. 
A well-insulated and energy-efficient property can also have positive benefits for residents' health and wellbeing, particularly during colder winter months.
Councillor Morgan Brobyn, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Food, Waste and Rural Affairs, said:
“We’re keen to help Suffolk residents make their homes more energy efficient and save money on their bills.
“We’re pleased to be partnering with Lendology again, who have considerable experience working with councils across the country to deliver projects like this for residents.
“With Lendology, Suffolk County Council is offering the lowest APR on this kind of loan amongst local authorities across the country.”
Emma Lower, Lendology CIC’s CEO, said: 
“We're delighted to be working with Suffolk County Council to open the Suffolk Warm Homes Loan scheme, creating another route for homeowners to access new funding for essential home improvements. 
“Strong local partnerships like this help more people improve their homes, while supporting the long-term resilience of communities across Suffolk.”
For further information about the Warm Homes Suffolk Loan scheme and how to apply, visit the Lendology website.
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Thank you for your continued Support
Cllr Rachael Tecklenberg
Aldeburgh & Leiston
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