Energy update
The next SALC newsletter is still being drafted and won’t be available until March 14th.  
However, I do have the following updates.
Key updates
· we are expecting SEA Link DCO submission certainly before Easter and possibly before the end of the month, so if you have not already done so, start work on drafting your Relevant Reps based on the project to date, and update these when the DOC submission is published
· No Updates on Friston Solar
· LionLink webinar and drop in’s  (already aware)
1. 14 March 2025  14:00 – 20:00 Saxmundham Market Hall In-person drop in
2. 15 March 2025  10:00 – 16:00 Walberswick Village Hall In-person drop in
3. 19  March 2025  18:00 – 19:30 Webinar

Council fears pace of decision for large solar farm in north Suffolk
· Unprecedented pace of planning application
· Inappropriate proposal which could take out quality farmland
· Serious concerns for welfare of local communities

Suffolk County Council is calling on communities impacted by the proposed EcoPower solar farm, to act with urgency, and join the council in opposing the scheme.
The 250-megawatt solar farm and battery energy storage system will be spread out over 1,500 acres at multiple sites around Yaxley, Brome, Gislingham, Mellis, Eye and Occold.
EcoPower is proposing the bare minimum of engagement and is likely to submit its application to the Planning Inspectorate in around 12 months from now.
This means, unusually, that residents will have just two opportunities in the coming months to have their say. The first of these two is a non-statutory consultation, launched on 10 March. A statutory consultation will follow.
The council fears that communities won’t have enough time to familiarise themselves with the planning process, understand the potential impacts of the project, do their research, and make their points – unfortunately, it is not enough to simply state opposition to the project in a consultation response.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Deputy Cabinet Member for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs), said:
“The speed at which this proposal is moving is frightening for us as statutory consultees, as well as for local communities. It could also set a worrying precedent for future NSIP projects.
“As an example, the Sunnica solar farm, which was opposed by Suffolk County Council, took around six years from being launched, to being approved. The EcoPower project could be wrapped in as little as two years.
“This hurried process adds pressure on the county council, as well as communities, as it will require significant additional resources and staff to manage - on top of the other energy projects and NSIPs that we are already dealing with.
“This breakneck speed is no doubt influenced by the government’s unrealistic obsession to decarbonise our electricity supply by 2030. They must slow down to allow for proper planning, coordination of energy projects, and fair treatment of communities.”
The county council is formally opposed solar farm proposals that remove the top grades of agricultural land1.
Independently conducted assessments will be required to provide reassurance that Suffolk’s best farmland will not be used, and put food security at risk. 
The council also has a preference for rooftop-before-rural solar development and expects that solar developers should rule out any links to forced labour in their supply chains.
There are also serious concerns for the welfare of those in the communities affected by the proposed scheme. Such projects can change ways of life forever for those living near the proposed sites
Councillors have seen first-hand, the stress and worry brought by the sudden announcement of huge infrastructure projects. This is something that should not be underestimated, and should be recognised by a project promoter.
Cllr Rout continues:
“We will do what we can to support communities through the planning process, and we are currently writing to parish and town councils.
“However from my early meetings with EcoPower, I am concerned that they are not taking seriously the very real mental wellbeing impacts of their proposal.
“Local residents are foremost in my thoughts, and I have already met with some who have seen a real impact on house prices and sales in the area. This takes a huge toll on individuals and families, and EcoPower has a duty of care to our communities and needs to step up in this regard. 
“It is a real concern that the Secretary of State will just wave through this project, as he did with Sunnica, despite the Planning Inspectorate’s recommendation not to proceed. But local communities must engage with the process and make their concerns known.
“I urge people to act quickly, and contribute fully and effectively to the consultation, before it closes on 18 April.”
Suffolk County Council has created a number of online resources to support communities who are facing planning proposals for these nationally significant infrastructure projects. These are available at www.suffolk.gov.uk
The EcoPower Suffolk consultation is available at www.ecopowersuffolk.com
Council continues to oppose pylons in final round of consultations
Suffolk County Council maintains that more can, and should, be done to improve National Grid’s plans for their Norwich to Tilbury pylon project.
A final round of consultation for the project in Suffolk has now been completed (3 March 2025), ahead of an expected Development Consent Order application later this year.
The county council has welcomed a series of changes to the latest set of plans, evidence that National Grid has listened to some of the council’s concerns and those of local communities.
However fundamental differences remain, with the council clear that offshore and undergrounding solutions should be priorities for the scheme.
One particular blow came at the beginning of this latest consultation, with National Grid writing to local leaders in Norfolk and Suffolk saying that there would be no undergrounding in the Waveney Valley.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, said:
“We are bitterly disappointed that pylons are still the go-to solution for this project, and particularly those destined to cut across the Waveney Valley’s valued landscape, rather than going underground, or ideally offshore. We still firmly contend that less damaging alternatives to the project have not been properly considered.
“Despite making clear our overall opposition to the scheme, we have influenced some alterations proposed by National Grid, such as the undergrounding of smaller pylons, owned by UK Power Networks in some places, such as the Burgate area, which will reduce the visual and landscape impact and protect the operations of local airfields.
“At the next stage of the process, when the Planning Inspectorate is presented with the plans, we will continue to pursue our preferences for no pylons at all, to make the scheme better and safer for our communities.
“But should pylons ultimately be given the go-ahead across Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex, despite our opposition, we will continue to work with National Grid to make sure communities are fairly treated and compensated – something which has not yet been evident.”
One of the considerable changes that the county council believes is possible in the current set of plans, is the option to remove some existing powerlines between Bramford and Lawford.
The county council believes that National Grid, UK Power Networks and the regulator, Ofgem, should work together to investigate removing this line, which goes through two National Landscapes and passes close by the iconic Willy Lott’s cottage at Flatford.
Suffolk County Council’s response to the latest, and previous, consultations can be found at suffolk.gov.uk
According to National Grid’s website, they intend to submit a Development Consent Order application to the Planning Inspectorate for the Norwich to Tilbury project some time in 2025.

Due to complaints over summer about some residents having furniture out on Crag Path I asked for some more information about the status.  Our street lighting team and the county council does not have a duty under the Highways Act (1980) to provide any street lighting on the highway.
With regards to Crag Path there are currently 17 x streetlights installed from the toilets near Brudenhall Street to the War Memorial opposite Moot Hall. I also investigated the reasons behind a classification of a road and according to Highway Law I found the following.
"For Centuries there has been a three-fold classification of highways: those open to wheeled traffic, those open to persons on horseback or driving cattle or sheep and those open only to persons on foot. Highways used by carts in the 18th Century & 19th Centuries rank as highways open to all traffic so that motor vehicles have the right to drive on them in the 21st Century, even though they may be unsuitable. Once a Highway always a highway is a well-established rule of the common law. Therefore, if evidence is produced of usage of a particular route by wheeled traffic in earlier centuries, that route is available today for motorised traffic"
Library News
I want to say from the start that I take the library service as seriously as you do.  I’d also like to thank the 30 approx. people to date from my division that have emailed me about the proposed library changes.  *As you may recall last year SCC stepped in and gave them a lot more money to enable the libraries to continue.   I asked the question about our wonderful volunteers and have been assured that Suffolk County Council will continue to value the contribution and work of the volunteers and would like to continue to support the work of volunteers. 
Further details about the proposed recommendation for library service to come in house, will be set out in a paper to cabinet on the 18th March.   Below is some background.
2012: The Decision That Saved Libraries
Suffolk County Council fought hard to keep libraries open back in 2012. At the time, the council faced severe financial constraints but still had a legal duty to maintain services—libraries, social care, children’s services, roads. Having found no way to balance these priorities financially, we began to explore the possibility that we would have to close several of our libraries.
The public was outraged, and protests and petitions flooded in. We decided to take a real risk at the time: divesting our services into an Industrial and Provident Society, which would later become Suffolk Libraries. This decision was also unpopular with many, including UNISON and the unions. Still, it seemed the only way to keep our libraries open. We were proven right. That decision saved our library service. Suffolk County Council created the conditions for Suffolk Libraries to exist, the council provided the necessary funding and set the strategic direction for the next decade.
We did not do all that in 2012 to see the very organisation we helped create put our libraries at risk in 2025.
The social value of libraries
Suffolk County Council's decisions over the years have resulted in all libraries remaining open and that the unwavering support of local people invested in their libraries has helped to make them important community resources producing considerable social value.
However, a library can only generate social value if its doors are open and the community can access the services it needs.
Suffolk Libraries have consistently pushed for library opening hours to be reduced throughout our negotiations. We have now heard from some staff directly and understand that Suffolk Libraries was planning to cut some specific libraries' opening hours by as much as 40 – 60%.
This is after SCC permanently increased the funding available to Suffolk Libraries by £720,000, or 12% of the overall budget, to help mitigate costs pressures relating to the cost of living.
We could never accept cuts to our library opening hours, alongside constant demands for more money.


Libraries and devolution:
I want to state unequivocally that this recommendation has no connection to the county’s upcoming plans for devolution or Local Government Reorganisation. The administration’s preferred outcome of Local Government Reorganisation is for a single unitary authority across Suffolk. If this is agreed, then there will be no impact on the library service.
2025: 
The recommendation to Cabinet is to take the library service back into the care and control of Suffolk County Council from the 1st of June 2025. This will mean that:
· All 45 libraries will remain open.
· All library opening hours will remain the same,
· All front-line staff will return to the care of Suffolk County Council,
· and we will continue the financial investment in libraries, including an additional £200,000 spent on upgrading mobile library vehicles and service IT systems.
Suffolk’s Library Service will have a bright, sustainable and secure future. If the recommendation is agreed, the service will become part of the Public Health and Communities directorate within the county council, overseen by the Director of Public Health. The whole team is excited to begin exploring new and exciting health and community-based services that can be included beyond the existing library service offering.
Please do email the Cabinet Member with your thoughts on this subject and of course copy me in as the well-being of our library service, staff, volunteers, and communities at the forefront of my mind.  I understand that Cllr Faircloth-Mutton has or is meeting with Lesley dolphin at her convenience to discuss this matter. 
Following on from the above:
OPINION: Let’s be clear on the facts about our plan for libraries
Column by Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality
There’s been some eye-popping adjectives used to describe how Suffolk County Council is acting decisively to keep libraries open and accessible to the communities that rely on them.

For example, in his EADT column, Mark Murphy urged people to sign a Suffolk Libraries petition which calls for Suffolk Libraries to continue running libraries. This means opening hours would be reduced and continuing to pay Suffolk Libraries’ large back-office costs. He insists there was no reason to consider any other alternative. We disagree. Here are our responses to the arguments doing the rounds this week.
"Lack of notice"
Some people have spoken out about Suffolk Libraries having limited notice of our proposal before it was made public. It’s quite hard to see why they didn’t see this coming. Weeks earlier, Suffolk Libraries flatly rejected our final offer of a direct contract award. We were even writing back and forth about this possibility. What did they think would happen next? That we would simply accept their demands for ever more money and agree to reduce library opening times?
Suffolk Libraries should have known this was coming. Their management had ample time to prepare for either outcome and clearly failed to do so. That’s for them to answer to, not us.

2012: The Decision That Saved Libraries
Many supporters of Suffolk Libraries reference 2012 in their arguments, when Suffolk County Council fought to keep libraries open when funding for public services was being cut. At the time, the council faced severe financial constraints but still had a legal duty to maintain services—libraries, social care, children’s services, roads. Having found no way to balance these priorities financially, we began to explore the possibility that we would have to close several of our libraries.
The public was outraged, and protests and petitions flooded in. We decided to take a real risk at the time: divesting our services into an Industrial and Provident Society, which would later become Suffolk Libraries. This decision was also unpopular with many, including unions. Still, it seemed the only way to keep our libraries open. We were proven right.

That decision saved our library service. Suffolk County Council created the conditions for Suffolk Libraries to exist, the council provided the necessary funding and set the strategic direction for the next decade.
We did not do all that in 2012 to see our libraries put at risk in 2025.

The £3 Million Myth
Claims that Suffolk Libraries provides the same service for £3 million less than in 2012, are simply false.

The service we divested to save in 2012 is not the same one we are insourcing to protect in 2025. For example, the contract back then included the School Library Service, which has since ended due to the rise of academies. The budget was reduced accordingly.

Meanwhile, our contract with Suffolk Libraries is actually 12% more expensive than last year. Suffolk County Council has increased our funding by £720,000 annually to help cover rising costs.*

Suffolk Libraries may have raised £400,000 in income last year, but according to their own published accounts they estimate a £381,000 total operating deficit this year, forcing them to eat into their reserves just to keep going. They demand ever more money without cutting back-office costs—something they refused to even consider during our recent negotiations. We even saw written evidence provided by them that Suffolk Libraries' financial future was in doubt.

We will not bail out Suffolk Libraries' back-office costs with taxpayer money, and we will not place our precious library service in the hands of anyone we cannot trust is financially competent or viable.


The Prison Library Myth
We have seen the prison libraries contract referenced by patrons already. They are not a part of our contract and Suffolk Libraries' own online accounts state:

“Suffolk Libraries, as a charity, runs library services in prisons in Suffolk, Norfolk, and Hertfordshire and operates other services that are funded by Grants outside of Suffolk County Council. It is considered that Suffolk Libraries can continue to fulfil its duties to these operations with or without the SCC contract.”

So, the good news is that prison libraries will stay open, provided Suffolk Libraries remain true to their word.

We are saving libraries again
Far from spinning anything, all Suffolk County Council has done is make a recommendation based upon the financial figures provided by Suffolk Libraries alongside their own clearly stated operational positions, which were reducing library opening hours, demanding ever more money without any consideration of back office or senior management cost savings, and demanding contract terms and conditions that were illegal for us to agree to.

If our Cabinet agrees, we will return the library service in-house starting in June. This means all 45 libraries will stay open, all library opening hours will remain the same, all front-line staff will return to Suffolk County Council's care, and we will continue to invest more in a library service our residents can be rightly proud of.

I am sorry that Suffolk Libraries and its patrons find such a positive future so undesirable that they feel the need to create a petition to try and stop it.


97.5% of pupils receive a place at one of their preferred Secondary Schools on National Offer Day
This year parents and carers of 97.5% of children were offered a place on National Offer Day at one of their three preferred schools and 91.9% were offered a place at their first preference school.
Suffolk County Council received 7831 applications from parents and carers indicating which secondary school they would prefer their child to transfer to in September 2025.
Families who applied online can log in to the online service from today to see the school their child has been offered. They will also receive an email to confirm this offer unless they have indicated that they do not wish to. Letters will be sent to parents who made a paper application by second class post today (3 March 2025).
It is really positive that once again the majority of families have been offered a place at one of their preferred secondary schools. We do appreciate that not all families will have received a place at their preferred school. If this is the case and a parent or carer’s preference for a Suffolk school has been refused, their child’s name will automatically be added to the waiting list for that school. Parents and carers will also be advised how to lodge an appeal should they wish to do so.
Published criteria were used to decide which children had priority for school places to ensure that the process was fair and clear.
Once school places have been confirmed, parents and carers need to consider how their child will get to and from school. If their child is eligible for Suffolk County Council funded school travel, they will receive an email by Thursday 3 April 2025 with details of how to opt-in and when.
Further information on secondary school admissions can be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions.
Octopus Energy and Suffolk County Council trial ‘Zero Bills’ upgrade on existing homes
Octopus reveals first ‘Zero Bills’ green tech upgrade for existing homes, offering no energy bills for at least 5 years.
· Kicking off trials in Suffolk, with county council offering £15k interest-free loan for residents to kit out their homes with solar panels and a battery
· Octopus Energy estimates 500,000 UK properties built since 2013 could be eligible to be upgraded to ‘Zero Bills’ standards
Octopus Energy, the UK’s largest energy supplier, is taking its world-first ‘Zero Bills’ initiative to the next level by trialling an upgrade offer for existing homes, allowing more householders across the UK to eliminate their energy bills.
Octopus’s upgrade trials will transform existing homes by installing cutting-edge green tech - a heat pump, a battery and solar panels - bringing them up to Octopus’ ‘Zero Bills’ standard, where customers receive no energy bills for at least 5 years, guaranteed.
The energy supplier is kicking off a series of trials in new homes in Suffolk. The company is teaming up with Suffolk County Council to help more local people benefit from low-carbon tech through the County Council’s £15,000 interest-free Warm Homes Loan.
Suffolk County Council prides itself in bringing pioneering net zero projects to our residents, and we’re excited to be the first local authority working with Octopus Energy on ‘Zero Bills’.
The loan covers the upfront costs of installing solar panels and a battery, allowing Suffolk homeowners who already have a heat pump to embrace low-carbon living while unlocking major savings on their energy bills.
Octopus is reaching out to local Suffolk customers with homes built since 2015, offering them a chance to join the revolutionary trial and take advantage of the council’s funding.
The energy supplier estimates 500,000 UK properties built since 2013 could be eligible to be upgraded to a ‘Zero Bills’ home. Octopus Energy aims to deliver 100,000 ‘Zero Bills’ homes by 2030, and has already rolled out the initiative in Germany and New Zealand, as well as the UK.
Nigel Banks, Zero Bills Director, Octopus Energy, comments:
“Upgrading existing homes is the next step in making energy-bill-free living accessible to more people.
“Thanks to the innovative approach from Suffolk County Council, local authorities can now play a vital role in bringing sustainable, cost-free energy to householders.
“By working together, we can help local people eliminate bills, reduce carbon emissions, and create a model for communities across the UK to embrace a greener future.”
Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality, said:
“Suffolk County Council prides itself in bringing pioneering net zero projects to our residents, and we’re excited to be the first local authority working with Octopus Energy on ‘Zero Bills’.
“We appreciate the role we have as local authority to be able to lead, influence and support local residents in as many ways possible to help reduce both their energy bills and their impact on the environment.”
Octopus has already accredited well over 1,200 ‘Zero Bills’ homes through contracts with a number of prominent developers. Accredited homes span affordable and private rent, as well as private and shared ownership.
For more information on Suffolk County Council’s Warm Home Loan, please visit: https://www.warmhomessuffolk.org/warm-homes-loans
More information on ‘Zero Bills’ can be found here.
Suffolk County Council Launches Innovative Virtual Reality Solution to Support People Living with Dementia
Suffolk County Council, in collaboration with Spark Emerging Technologies Ltd, is proud to announce the launch of Reverie, a groundbreaking Virtual Reality (VR) solution designed to enhance the lives of people living with dementia. This innovative product aims to provide supported immersive experiences that can significantly improve the wellbeing, quality of life, communication and cognitive ability of individuals living with dementia.
Reverie is the result of extensive research and development, supported by the Suffolk 2020 Fund, which was established to foster technological and innovative initiatives across the county. The VR product offers a range of personalised experiences, from virtual walks along Southwold pier to listening to music at Snape Maltings and seeing the animals at Colchester Zoo, all tailored to evoke positive memories and emotions.
Councillor Beccy Hopfensperger, Cabinet Member for Adult Care said:
"We are at the cutting edge of local authority innovation in this space. The evidence shows that VR can deliver improved outcomes for people living with dementia, as well as their loved ones and carers, by helping to provide a fuller and more satisfying quality of life. Suffolk is one of the places leading the country in operationalising the benefits of digital technology for adult social care. I look forward to seeing how this project progresses and how it helps to support the health and wellbeing of our residents."
Dan Betts, Managing Director of Spark Emerging Technologies Ltd
“All of the team at Spark-Lab have really enjoyed collaborating on this innovative project with Suffolk County Council and are now excited to finally be bringing Reverie to care settings across Suffolk and the rest of the UK. We believe that Reverie has the potential to hugely boost the quality of life for people who are facing the profound challenges and difficulties of living with dementia. Reverie will set a new standard in immersive dementia care and provide countless benefits to users and their families."
The Reverie VR solution is designed to be carer-driven, ensuring that caregivers can monitor and fully control the VR experience in real-time, providing a safe and supportive environment for users. The app includes a wide range of features such as individual profiles, an integrated risk assessment, talking points and wellbeing warnings within each film and the ability to pause or stop the experience if needed. Uniquely, Reverie does not require a Wi-Fi connection to operate but only to download the films and periodic updates.
Suffolk County Council has invested £80,000 into this project, with the goal of establishing the council as a national leader in the use of virtual reality within adult social care. The app will be available to all care settings in Suffolk at a significantly discounted rate, thanks to the partnership with Spark Emerging Technologies Ltd.
About Spark Emerging Technologies Ltd
Spark Emerging Technologies Ltd is the UK’s leading VR, CGI, and AR agency, specializing in creating immersive and interactive experiences. With a strong focus on innovation and user experience, Spark has developed a range of cutting-edge solutions for various sectors, including healthcare, education, and entertainment.
For more information about Reverie and how it can benefit people living with dementia, please visit their website. 
County leaders to propose one council for Suffolk
One council for Suffolk would make delivering public services simpler, cheaper and quicker, and better meet the needs of residents and businesses, county leaders have said today.
Following a recent government announcement that Suffolk’s county, district and borough councils will be replaced with a single-tier system, Suffolk County Council argues that consolidating all services under one unitary authority is the only effective way to deliver against the government’s criteria for local government reform.
The move would see all council services, such as waste collection and disposal, housing, social care, planning, highways maintenance, leisure, school placements and travel and street cleaning, all provided by one authority - rather than the six that currently exist in Suffolk.
Bringing together district, borough and county council functions is expected to reduce duplication, lower administrative costs and ensure a more coordinated and cost-effective approach to delivering essential services.
The council warns that splitting services among multiple bodies would force the duplication of essential functions - such as social care, highways maintenance and schools - currently managed at a county level.
One council for Suffolk will provide clear leadership, simplify access to services and eliminate the confusion of navigating multiple councils. Carving the county in two or three – as has been suggested - would defeat the purpose.

The key benefits of one council are:
· Simpler for residents – one council would make it easier to understand and contact local government
· Clearer accountability – there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what
· Better use of funding – a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-wide approach to budgeting
· Better alignment of services – since everything is under one roof, services can be more easily coordinated, creating opportunities to improve services for residents
· More efficient decision-making – with just one council, decisions can be made more quickly
· Stronger leadership – a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic voice for Suffolk.
The council will submit its initial proposal to the government by 21 March, with a more detailed business case to follow later in the year.
The government will then undertake a public consultation.
Cllr Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and NSIPs, said:
"The financial benefits of unitary local government are clear. By cutting unnecessary bureaucracy, the new council – whoever may serve on it – will have more money to invest in frontline public services, ensuring better value for taxpayers.
“But reorganisation must go beyond financial savings. It must also deliver greater accountability, speed up decision-making and lead to better outcomes for local communities. There is huge opportunity in pulling together services currently separated across the district, borough and county councils – such as housing and social care.
“If the government is serious about delivering savings, efficiencies, better outcomes for residents and financially sustainable local government, then there is only one answer - one council for Suffolk. Moreover, it is the only model that meets their criteria of serving over 500,000 people.
“One council for Suffolk will provide clear leadership, simplify access to services and eliminate the confusion of navigating multiple councils. Carving the county in two or three – as has been suggested - would defeat the purpose.”
The government’s plans will also see the election of a mayor for Suffolk and Norfolk in May 2026, who would take control over strategic policy areas like transport infrastructure, economic development, health improvement and blue light services – along with devolved government funding to deliver positive change.
……………………………………….
Below is a poster from SALC, Consultation on Mayoral Combined County Authority
They have been approached by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government to bring the current consultation to your attention.  The deadline is 23.50 on 13th April and the easiest way to submit a representation is online at:  : https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution

The Ministry has also offered to speak at any of their future meetings and events so Salc have taken them up on this offer and organised an information session on this topic only which will take place on MS Teams on Tuesday 18th March between 12 and 1 pm.  This event is also being opened up to our neighbouring county association in Norfolk and their stakeholders as well as to Districts and the County Council here in Suffolk.   It is a drop-in session and there is no need, therefore, to book.  Use the link to join the meeting on 18th March starting at 12 pm.
Meeting ID: 379 830 200 827   Passcode: Bm7vQ9Dg
[image: A poster with text and people on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
https://www.suffolk-alc.gov.uk/blog/devolution-and-local-government-re-organisation-31/salc-update-434?utm_source=Devolution+-+update+10th+March+2025&utm_medium=Email#scrollTop=0
I know from my position that this will help residents with much confusion over who does what and why their bin has not been emptied or there is another over flowing dog bin to weed killing and social care, educations etc.   I have concerns over the planning changes being introduced and that voices of local people who know their area better than anyone else must remain paramount.   Please do take part in the proper consultation once the government announce it.
Best wishes
TJ
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