



June already!
On 13th May, I attended and spoke at the Suffolk County Council Cabinet meeting where National Grid's Sea Link relevant representations were presented for approval. I posed questions to the officers* and the environment agency, but focused on the potential impact on the area, including concerns about accumulative effects on various aspects, particularly traffic and tourism, which could significantly affect local economies and ripple through our community.
On the 22nd May I also spoke at SCC full council where the changes to the planning act were discussed and voted on.  As mentioned in my previous report where I attached a copy of the letter that I sent, I remain to have concerns about these changes on communities going forward.
It was unfortunate that there were no public questions or attendees in the chamber on either occasion. Nonetheless, it is understandable that people have busy schedules. I kindly encourage you to share posts on social media as widely as possible and ensure you register by the 23rd of June. There are numerous examples available to help you personalise and tailor your relevant representations. My sincere thanks go to those who have already registered.
Scottish Power are also holding a public information day on the 5th June (tomorrow) 11.30-7pm. The event will provide information on: Project update, temporary haul road construction, associated access installation, ground investigation works and public right of way amendments.  
Fostering – as some of you are aware, I sit on the SCC fostering approval panels, please do take some time to read about the annual fostering care fortnight and if you are interested in becoming a foster carer please do get in touch.
Many thanks
TJ
Suffolk Libraries
Over the weekend, Suffolk’s library service moved back into the council and began operating under the new name Suffolk Community Libraries.
For residents, the most important message is this: nothing has changed. The libraries that people know and love remain the same - same staff, same buildings, same services, same welcoming spaces. From regular groups and events to book borrowing and access to digital services, everything continues as before.
This continuity reflects a carefully managed transition, made possible through close working with Suffolk Libraries and their dedicated staff. I want to thank everyone involved, helping to make the transition run smoothly.
We know how highly Suffolk residents value their libraries. These are much more than buildings filled with books; they are trusted community spaces, places of learning and creativity, and safe, inclusive environments that bring people together.
But while the service remains unchanged on the surface, this move opens up new opportunities to build on the excellent foundation already in place.
Suffolk Community Libraries will now be able to align more closely with other council services and priorities. That means thinking about how we can support residents more holistically, from helping people find work, to providing access to health and wellbeing support, to connecting families with early years’ services.
Libraries already do much of this in informal ways, but we want to strengthen their role as local hubs where people can easily access the help they need, when they need it. These trusted spaces can play an even bigger part in tackling loneliness, supporting lifelong learning, and improving access to public services across Suffolk.
This is a natural step forward, preserving what works well and creating space to enhance and strengthen the service over time.
The service’s new name and branding, Suffolk Community Libraries, reflect this wider ambition. A new website is now live at www.suffolkcommunitylibraries.co.uk, providing all of the important information about your local library, events and activities and access to the library catalogue.
We are very pleased to welcome library staff as Suffolk County Council employees. Their knowledge, passion and deep understanding of their communities are at the core of everything libraries do, and we’re looking forward to working even more closely with them to develop the service further.
We’re also incredibly grateful to the many volunteers who are continuing to give their time and energy to support libraries across Suffolk; their contribution remains vital to service we all value and we look forward to working with them as part of this next chapter.
So, whether you’re a regular user or haven’t stepped inside for a while, this is a great moment to reconnect with your local library. You’ll find the same friendly faces and trusted services and, over time, even more opportunities to learn, connect and thrive.
Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality, said:
“This move is not just about preserving the service we have; it’s about making libraries even more integral to the services we offer. While they already provide excellent spaces for reading and community engagement, we want to expand their role and ensure they become vital access points for a wide range of public services.
“We’re incredibly grateful to Suffolk Libraries and all their dedicated staff for everything they’ve done, and for working closely with us to ensure a smooth transition. We value their expertise and passion, and we look forward to working with them as they become Suffolk County Council staff.”
Suffolk County Council extends its sincere thanks to everyone involved in the transition and looks forward to this new chapter for library services in Suffolk.
For more information, please visit www.suffolkcommunitylibraries.co.uk
Dementia Marketplace 2025
Suffolk County Council is proud to support this year's Dementia Marketplace.
On Wednesday 25th June 2025, Care Development East, in partnership with Suffolk County Council and the Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care Board (SNEE ICB), will host the third annual Dementia Marketplace—a free, one-day event offering practical advice, support, and information for anyone affected by dementia.
Held from 10:00am to 3:30pm at Trinity Park Conference & Events Centre, Ipswich.
Dementia is the UK’s biggest health and social care challenge—and it’s growing. One in three people born in the UK today will develop dementia in their lifetime. By 2040, 1.4 million people are expected to be living with the condition. Early diagnosis is key—it unlocks treatment, support, and care that can make a real difference.
What to Expect:
· Marketplace – Information and advice from over 40 dementia-related services and support groups
· Expert Speaker Sessions – Short, accessible talks throughout the day
· Innovation Room – New for 2025, come see, and try out a range of equipment and digital care technology to help keep people as safe and independent for as long as possible. It will also include the launch of Reverie a new cutting-edge Virtual Reality (VR) app designed with and for people with dementia featuring customised Suffolk film content
· Supervised Activities Room – A safe space for people with dementia while carers explore the event
Opening at 10:00am with a short welcome from:
· Gareth Everton, Executive Director for Adult Social Care
· Eugene Staunton, Deputy Director, SNEE ICB
We are pleased to see the Dementia Marketplace return this year, as it is an important event that truly showcases the incredible support available for people living with dementia, as well as their families and carers. With an ageing population here in Suffolk, it is absolutely essential that we continue to do all we can to help people find the support they need to live well with dementia—and events like this play a key role in making that happen.
Event Details:
Venue: Trinity Park, Ipswich, IP3 8UH
Date: Wednesday 25th June 2025
Time: 10:00am – 3:30pm (drop-in)
Entry is free, please book your ticket today via Eventbrite.
Statement on the pausing of the White Elm Solar Farm 
A statement from Cllr Richard Rout, Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and NSIPs on the announcement of the pausing of The White Elm Solar Farm.
Following the announcement from Elmya Energy, confirming the development of their 675-acre (275-hectare) White Elm Solar Farm in the parishes of Mendlesham, Wickham Skeith and Thwaite in Suffolk has been put on hold indefinitely. Cllr Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and NSIPs has released the following statement, 24/05/2025:
Suffolk County Council had made it very clear that we would object to the White Elm Solar Farm if, as seemed to be proposed, some of Suffolk’s best quality farmland was to be taken out of food production to build it.
While I am pleased to see the plans put on hold, we are yet to hear why they have chosen to do so. My fear is this, or a very similar scheme, may resurface if and when the Government’s proposed changes to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill go through. These changes will allow projects like this to be forced through without any statutory consultation, so councils like Suffolk County Council, and the communities we represent, will have even less say.
Celebrating the Power of Relationships; Foster Care Fortnight
13 families joined in for our annual Foster Care Walk in Bury St Edmunds as part of Foster Care Fortnight. It was a brilliant day out which included games, sticker collecting and even an appearance from Spider-Man! A huge thanks to our fabulous Suffolk Fostering staff for making it all possible!
Suffolk Fostering Staff supporting the Foster Walk
The power of those meaningful connections between a foster carer and a child transforms lives and that is the theme of this year’s Foster Care Fortnight: ‘The Power of Relationships’. From the bond between a foster carer and a child, to the vital support of social workers, friendships within the fostering community or the connections with birth families - these relationships shape lives, create stability, and open up new possibilities for the future. It could be helping a young teenager navigate their teenage years through to their independence, or Kinship fostering, when someone cares for a child if they are a family member, friend or have a connection to the family.
Across Suffolk, hundreds of foster carers open their homes to provide love, stability, and care to children and young people in need.
It’s been a busy time for the service; our Emergency Foster Care Hub, launched in March and is supporting our children in care.
This is a year-long pilot programme, which will enable children and young people a safe stable home, for a period of 14 days whilst professionals work to understand their needs, and plan for the longer-term, reducing the likelihood of multiple moves and offering children more security and stability.
We are very excited to be working alongside three very experienced, skilled, and dedicated fostering households, who offer invaluable feedback, and insight, alongside the children’s voices, and we hope that this pilot can be incorporated as a permanent structure to support and improve outcomes for Suffolk’s looked after children.
As a collaboration of 11 local councils in the East of England we work together to make sure foster carers and the children they look after can thrive.
We are working to ensure that anyone who is considering fostering for their council has access to the very best training and support as they complete the application process and become a foster carer.
Looking ahead, we are excited to announce a partnership with John Lewis, who have teamed up with us to promote fostering and children’s activities. Their generous grant funding will enable us to host more social and community events throughout the year, helping to strengthen our fostering community. These events will also give children the chance to experience exciting new activities such as high ropes, tree trekking, canoeing, and caving.
We also have the Hop to it! Suffolk 2025 trail launching next month, in aid of St Elizabeth Hospice and created in partnership with Wild in Art. From 21 June – 29 August, 60 decorated hare sculptures will take over Ipswich and the surrounding areas for the summer, each featuring unique designs. For the first time, this year’s trail also features neighbouring locations including Woodbridge, Felixstowe, Beccles and Lowestoft.
We are delighted to be taking part in the trail once again and through the efforts of our staff and partners we have already raised more than £1,000 for St Elizabeth Hospice via a number of fundraising activities including a sponsored cycle.
We’ll be releasing more details about where you can spot our Fostering and Adoption stargazing hare soon, so keep an eye on our social media channels to be the first to know!
In Suffolk, we have around 900 children in the care of Suffolk County Council. We need more Foster to provide safe, nurturing homes - whether for a night, a few months, or several years. By fostering, you can make a lasting difference in a young person’s life.
If you would like to find out more about fostering with your local council, please visit our website: www.fosterandadopt.suffolk.gov.uk or call us on 01473 264800.














Further away:
Popular outdoor festival returns this August to celebrate the Brecks
A festival of outdoor activities to celebrate the Brecks will take place from 9 to 24 August 2025, making its return after a successful debut last year.

[image: a colourful flyer promoting the festival]
More details on the website but the festival runs from 9 to 24 August 2025, the full programme of events can be found at www.brecks.org


















* Questions posed at Cabinet 
Coastal and Environmental 
Considering the potential risks associated with the natural sea defences, could you provide detailed insights into the following concerns?
· What plans or mitigation strategies are in place to address the potential breaching or disturbance of aquifers, including the risks of salination and its impact on the local environment? 
· Is there any specific information or estimation regarding the financial compensation (£ amounts) that might be allocated to affected parties in the event of aquifer disturbance or related environmental damage?  
· How do or can Risk Management Mitigation measures integrate with ATC's and other Town or Parish councils Emergency Plan to ensure cohesive response mechanisms? 
· Are there further technical details available on aquifers, the drilling techniques proposed, and their potential impact on coastal integrity, including the possibility of breaching natural coastal defences?
· Has SCC any additional analyses or gathered supplementary information from Sea Link NG to substantiate whether their findings are predominantly based on desktop surveys?
A detailed response to these queries would be appreciated, particularly regarding the environmental risks and strategic planning to mitigate adverse impacts.
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