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As you are all aware on the 28/3 Sea Link submitted their DCO planning application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). PINS has 28 days to review it. If they accept it at the end of April, that will then trigger the examination stage, then the statutory consultees and the public have 28 days to register as Interested Parties (IP) and write about concerns.  Now is the time to draft your relevant representations so that they can be reviewed and adjusted accordingly.  Please also convey this information out to your residents using as many methods as possible.
An update below (slightly out of date now) Please do share this link onto your websites/newsletters etc.
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
What is an NSIP?
An NSIP is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. They are a certain type of project, over a certain size, and considered by the Government to be so big and nationally important that permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by the responsible Secretary of State. The thresholds for NSIPs are set out in sections 15 to 30A of the Planning Act 2008. Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must apply to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) for a different kind of permission called a Development Consent Order (DCO). The PA2008 process was introduced to streamline the decision-making process for major infrastructure projects. Since then, over 110 NSIPs have been consented in the UK. PINS is responsible for undertaking DCO examinations and writing a report with recommendations to the Secretary of State to aid their decision-making.
Parish and town councils are key stakeholders and consultees in the NSIP process. Suffolk has to deal with a very large number of NSIPs, particularly related to energy developments, so raising awareness of the current status of all of Suffolk’s NSIPs with parish and town councils is important to allow for their fullest engagement in the process of NSIPs affecting their area.
Suffolk County Council has published other guidance on NSIPs. The most recent guidance documents are aimed at developers/ promoters of NSIP schemes. These can be found on Suffolk County Council's website here: NSIP information for developers and project promoters  - Suffolk County Council
Regional Energy Planning - proposals by the energy regulator, Ofgem Suffolk County Council has responded to a consultation from the regulator Ofgem, about the proposed system of Regional Energy system planning. The proposed new system has the potential to manage the development of energy infrastructure much better and allow greater local accountability and much better management of change.
The Consultation can be found at: https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/consultation/regional-energy-strategic-plan-policy-framework-consultation And the response from Suffolk County Council can be found here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Suffolk-County-Council-RESP-Consultation-Response-081024-FINAL-redacted.pdf
Local authority roles in the NSIP process
During the NSIP process, the role of the county and district council is that of a statutory consultee who can try to persuade/advise, but local authorities cannot force changes upon the developer, as they are not the decision-makers. Neither the county nor the district council are responsible for designing or delivering any scheme. However, they are important stakeholders who can often shape the design and mitigation of projects.
Parish and town councils hosting, or being adjacent to, proposed NSIPs are also statutory consultees.
It is important for these councils to provide the local community perspective in the process, aiming to influence design, mitigation, and community benefit proposals.
NSIP Project Updates
(Projects in Alphabetical order)
Glossary
· BESS = Battery Energy Storage System
· DCO = Development Consent Order
· DoR = Discharge of Requirement
· EIA = Environmental Impact Assessment
· NGET = National Grid Electricity Transmission
· NGV = National Grid Ventures
· NSIP = Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
· PINS = Planning Inspectorate
· SALC = Suffolk Association of Local Councils
· SCC = Suffolk County Council
Bramford to Twinstead
Location: Babergh
This project proposal by National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) is to construct a new 400 kV power line between Bramford and Twinstead to reinforce the electricity transmission network.
(No update this issue)
Update from Issue 4 (October 2024):
The Secretary of State granted Development Consent on 12 September. Officers were pleased that the DCO requires submission of detailed construction management plans instead of just relying upon the high-level outline versions submitted with the application. National Grid have announced Balfour Beatty as their main contractors and discussions are expected to commence shortly in respect of the construction.
More information:
· Link to Bramford to Twinstead’s National Grid webpage: https://www.nationalgrid.com/
· electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/bramford-twinstead
· Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on Bramford to Twinstead: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-
· nsips/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-nsips/bramford-to-twinstead
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Bramford to Twinstead can be
· found: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020002
East Anglia ONE North and TWO Offshore Wind Farms (Scottish Power Renewables (SPR))
Location: East Suffolk
East Anglia ONE North and TWO are proposals to create connections to a new substation at Friston via High Voltage Alternating Current undersea and underground cables.
(No update this issue)
Update from Issue 4 (October 2024):
It is noted that East Anglia TWO has been successful in the government's recent Contract for Difference auction round. For more information on this: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tidalwave-of-clean-energy-investment-worth-billions-unlocked-ahead-of-investment-summit
SCC is continuing to deal with Discharge of Requirements (DoRs) with colleagues at East Suffolk Council.
More information:
· Link to East Anglia ONE North's webpage: https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/
· east_anglia_one_north.aspx
· Link to East Anglia TWO's webpage: https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/
· east_anglia_two.aspx
· Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on East Anglia ONE North: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-
· nsips/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-nsips/east-anglia-one-north
·  Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on East Anglia TWO: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
· planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-
· significant-infrastructure-projects-nsips/east-anglia-two
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to East Anglia ONE North can be
· found here: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/
· EN010077
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to East Anglia TWO can be found
· here: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010078

East Pye Solar
Location: South Norfolk
The East Pye Solar proposals include the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of ground-mounted solar PV arrays and associated development, including a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), in the area of Long Stratton, South Norfolk
Update March 2025:
The Planning Inspectorate held a consultation between 15 January and 12 February 2025 in respect of East Pye Solar Ltd’s East Pye Solar Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report.  As neighbouring authorities, Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District Council provided a joint response to the scoping consultation, considering technical matters of the EIA and not the principle of the development itself.  The Council raised concerns about the promoter’s proposal to scope socio- economic impacts out of the EIA, the cumulative impacts of several NSIPs being delivered adjacent to the A140 concurrently, and the need for more detail regarding proposed routing of abnormal indivisible loads.  These comments were used to inform the Planning Inspectorate's Scoping Opinion, which was published in February 2025 and can be found here  - EN0110014-000012-EN0110014 -
East Pye Solar Scoping Opinion_FINAL.pdf.
More information:
· Link to East Pye Solar's webpage: https://www.eastpyesolar.co.uk/
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to East Pye Solar can be found:
· https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110014
EcoPower Suffolk
Location: Mid Suffolk
An energy farm with solar PV and a co-located Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated infrastructure which also includes a grid connection to the Yaxley National Grid substation.
Update (March 2025):
The proposed development site is approximately 600 hectares (ha) in size, predominantly across five solar array areas, situated near the Yaxley substation (on separate land parcels to the southwest of Stuston, northeast of Eye, north of Gislingham, north of Occold, and southwest of Thrandeston), together with cable route corridors (connecting the solar array areas to the Yaxley substation).
The non-statutory consultation takes place between the 10 March to 22 April 2025.
It is anticipated that the application for development consent will be made between April and June 2026. This is an unprecedented speed for a project of this type in Suffolk. Therefore it is important that parish and town councils take this first opportunity to engage with the project, seeking to amend and improve it. This is without prejudice to any objections they may have, either in principle or in detail, to the scheme. It is important to recognise the status of town and parish councils in the consenting of NSIPs. Relevant parish and town councils are statutory consultees in the Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Planning (NSIP) process.
Suffolk County Council has set out its initial concerns in a press release which can be viewed at:
Council fears pace of decision for large solar farm in north Suffolk - Suffolk County Council
Cllr Richard Rout has also written to the relevant town and parish councils, highlighting the guidance and support that is available to them, and setting out the pace that the scheme is intending to progress, and the implications of this. https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/scc-letter-to-parishes-ecopower-march-2025-redacted.pdf
More information:
· Link to EcoPower Suffolk's website: https://ecopowersuffolk.com
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to EcoPower Suffolk can be found:
· https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110019
Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm
Location: Off East Suffolk coast / Essex
A wind farm, proposed off the East Suffolk coast, with the landing point and onshore infrastructure proposed to be in Essex.
Update (March 2025):
The Examination into the Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm, which began on 18 September 2024, will conclude on 17 March 2025. Officers from Suffolk County Council have attended hearings and participated in the written process throughout the Examination, raising issues relating to landscape impact, traffic and transport, and skills and employment.  Over the next three months, the Examining Authority will prepare their Recommendation to the Secretary of State regarding whether the project should be granted development consent, before the Secretary has three months to make a decision.
More information:
· Link to Five Estuaries' website: https://fiveestuaries.co.uk
· Link to Suffolk County Council's webpage on Five Estuaries: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
· planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-
· significant-infrastructure-projects-nsips/five-estuaries-offshore-windfarm
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Five Estuaries can be found:
· https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010115
LionLink
Location: East Suffolk
LionLink is the proposal by National Grid Ventures (NGV) for a subsea electricity link between Suffolk and the Netherlands, which will also connect with Dutch windfarms.
Update (March 2025):
On 19 February 2025, NGV announced Walberswick as its preferred landfall site for the LionLink project, a proposed multi-purpose interconnector between the UK and the Netherlands.  As a result, the landfall site option north of Southwold has been discounted.  SCC set out its concerns about the impact of this decision, and the lack of coordination with other projects, in a press release: https://
www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/suffolk-communities-to-suffer-from-lack-of-energy-project-coordination.
NGV has also organised two community drop-in sessions, on 14 and 15 March, and a webinar on 19 March 2025 (details of which can be found here  - https://www.nationalgrid.com/document/153551/download), ahead of the statutory consultation planned for Autumn 2025.  If granted development consent, NGV is now planning to have the project operational in 2032.
More information:
· Link to LionLink’s National Grid website page: https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-
· ventures/lionlink/about
· Link to Suffolk County Council's webpage on LionLink: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/lionlink
· Link to SCC’s response to the non-statutory consultation: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/
· eurolink-non-statutory-consultation-scc-response1.pdf
· Link to SCC’s response to the supplementary non-statutory consultation: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/LionLink-Supplementary-Non-Statutory-Consultation-SCC-
· response.pdf
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to LionLink can be found: https://
· national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020033
Nautilus
Location: East Suffolk
Nautilus is a National Grid Ventures proposal to create a Multi-Purpose Interconnector with Belgium.
(No update this issue)
Update from the last issue (January 2025):
On 12 November 2024, the energy regulator, Ofgem, announced that it had decided that the Nautilus Interconnector between the UK and Belgium would connect at the Isle of Grain in Kent, and not in Suffolk, as the regulator had proposed in the summer of 2024. Suffolk County Council welcomes news that the Nautilus Interconnector project will not be coming to Suffolk.
More information:
· Link to Nautilus’s National Grid website page: https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-
· ventures/interconnectors-connecting-cleaner-future/nautilus-interconnector
· Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on Nautilus: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/nautilus
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Nautilus can be found: https://
· national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020023
North Falls Offshore Wind Farm
Location: Off East Suffolk coast / Essex
A wind farm, proposed off the East Suffolk coast, with the landing point and onshore infrastructure proposed to be in Essex.
Update (March 2025):
The Examination into the North Falls Offshore Wind Farm began on 29 January 2025 and is expected to conclude in July 2025. Officers from Suffolk County Council have been attending hearings and participating in the written process, raising issues relating to landscape impact, traffic and transport, and skills and employment.
More information:
· North Falls Website:  https://www.northfallsoffshore.com
· Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on North Falls: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/north-falls-offshore-windfarm-scottish-and-southern-electricityrwe
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to North Falls can be found:
· https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010119
Norwich to Tilbury
Location: Babergh and Mid Suffolk
This project proposal by National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) is to construct a new 400 kV electricity transmission line between Norwich and Tilbury.
(No update this issue)
Update from the last issue (January 2025):
NGET have entered a period of targeted consultations, with the first of this series including locations in Norfolk and Suffolk. This 30-day targeted consultation began on 30 January 2025 and closed on 3 March 2025. For Suffolk, this includes six locations where potential changes could be made to the proposals as published in the Statutory Consultation which ended in July 2024.
The DCO application is expected to be submitted in 2025.
Prior to the targeted consultation, SCC was disappointed to learn that NGET has decided to install overhead lines through the Waveney Valley, rather than running cables underground, as they had set out in their previous consultation. The Council's views on this matter are detailed in this press release: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/unique-landscape-to-be-changed-forever-by-pylons
More information:
· Link to Norwich to Tilbury’s National Grid webpage: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
· transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/norwich-to-tilbury
· Link to the Suffolk County Council webpage on Norwich to Tilbury: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/
· planning-waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-
· significant-infrastructure-projects-nsips/norwich-to-tilbury
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Norwich to Tilbury non-statutory consultation:
· https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/scc-response-to-eag-informal-consultation-16-
· june.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Norwich to Tilbury supplementary non-statutory
· consultation: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/scc-response-to-norwich-to-tilbury-non-stat-
· con-2.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Norwich to Tilbury statutory consultation:
· https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/scc-response-to-norwich-to-tilbury-statutory-
· consultation.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Norwich to Tilbury targeted consultation: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/scc-n2t-targeted-con-2025-response-with-appendix.pdf
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Norwich to Tilbury can be
· found: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020027
· 
Sea Link
Location: East Suffolk
Sea Link is a proposal for a subsea, grid reinforcement link between Suffolk and Kent. Currently there is a proposed converter station near Saxmundham, connected by underground cables from a landing point between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness.  If the substation at Friston is not built under its existing consent as part of ScottishPower Renewables' East Anglia ONE North/TWO project, the substation will form part of the Sea Link proposals.
Update (March 2025):
Suffolk County Council officers are continuing to engage with the Applicant on the details of the proposed Sea Link scheme prior to the submission of the DCO, which is expected imminently. SCC responded to a pre-submission engagement in January 2025, raising and reiterating the Council’s concerns regarding the proposed River Fromus Crossing and its impacts on heritage assets, the unsuitability of Benhall Railway Bridge as an access route to the converter station site, and the proposed core working hours for construction of the scheme.
The Council believes a coordinated and integrated access solution between the major infrastructure projects affecting Suffolk, including Sizewell C and National Grid schemes, is essential in reducing the cumulative impacts of multiple projects being under construction at the same time.
More information:
· Link to Sea Link’s National Grid website page: https://www.nationalgrid.com/the-great-grid-
· upgrade/sea-link
· Link to Suffolk County Council's Sea Link webpage: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-
· and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/sea-link
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Sea Link non-statutory consultation: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/sea-link-scc-response-non-statutory-consultation.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Sea Link statutory consultation: https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/scc-sea-link-statutory-consultation-response.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Sea Link targeted consultation : https://
· www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Sea-Link-Targeted-Consultation-Response.pdf
· Link to Suffolk County Council's response to the Sea Link Grid pre-submission engagement:
· https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/sea-link-pre-submission-engagement-response.pdf
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Sea Link can be found: https://
· national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020026
Sizewell C
Location: East Suffolk
Sizewell C is a 3.2-gigawatt EPR nuclear power station.
Sizewell C announced formal commencement on 15 January 2024.
Update (March 2025):
While the Final Investment Decision is expected in Spring 2025, significant commencement works are already being undertaken. Discharge of Requirements have mainly thus far been archaeological schemes; however, detailed designs of the associated development highways improvements are now starting to be submitted (e.g. Yoxford roundabout). It is anticipated that construction of the key road mitigation schemes, including Two Village Bypass and Sizewell Link Road, will start in spring 2025.
On-site works on these sites to date have been primarily archaeological survey works.
The Sizewell C Community Fund, which will provide up to £23m over the next decade for local charities, community groups and social enterprises who are delivering projects that benefit local communities in East Suffolk, managed by Suffolk Community Foundation, is now active and has several grant windows available, the next closing on 20 April 2025.
More information:
· Link to the Sizewell C website: https://www.sizewellc.com
· Link to Suffolk County Council's webpage on Sizewell C: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/sizewell-c-nuclear-power-plant
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Sizewell C can be found: https://
· national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010012
Sunnica
Location: West Suffolk
Sunnica is a proposed 1,130 hectares (2,792 acres) Solar Farm development across Suffolk and
Cambridgeshire.
(No update this issue)
Update from Issue 4 (October 2024):
On 12 July 2024 the Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP, the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, granted development consent for Sunnica Energy Farm against the recommendation of the Examining Authority which handled the case. Suffolk County Council, alongside Cambridgeshire County Council, East Cambridgeshire District Council and West Suffolk Council, had opposed this large solar farm project straddling West Suffolk and East Cambridgeshire, due to its scale and the degree of impact on the landscape and on communities.
SCC is seeking further clarity from the Applicant on the project’s programme following the conclusion of claims for judicial review.
More information:
· Link to Sunnica’s website: https://sunnica.co.uk
· Link to Suffolk County Council's webpage on Sunnica: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/sunnica-energy-farm
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to Sunnica can be found: https://
· national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010106

White Elm Solar Farm
Location: Mid Suffolk
White Elm Solar Farm is a proposed 675-acre solar farm, including battery storage, with a design capacity exceeding 50MW and located within the three parishes of Mendlesham, Wickham Skeith and Thwaite, approximately 7.5km north of Stowmarket.
Update (March 2025):
At the end of November, Suffolk County Council submitted detailed comments to the Planning Inspectorate regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping, considering technical matters of assessment and not the principle of the development itself. These comments were used to inform the Planning Inspectorate's Scoping Opinion, which was published in December 2024 and can be found here  -  https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN0110003-000006-EN0110003%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
It is expected that public consultation on this project will take place soon.
The Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC), in collaboration with Council officers, provided advice to support the Parish Councils who had been asked by the Planning Inspectorate to make comments on EIA Scoping.
More information:
· Link to White Elm Solar Farm's Website: https://www.whiteelmsolarfarm.com
· Link to Suffolk County Council's webpage on White Elm: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-
· waste-and-environment/major-infrastructure-projects-including-nsips/nationally-significant-
· infrastructure-projects-nsips/white-elm-solar-farm
· Link to the PINS webpage where all public documents relating to White Elm Solar Farm can be
· found: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110003
Other NSIPs
The following NSIPs in Suffolk have currently no significant updates to report:
· SPR - East Anglia ONE and THREE: Both are consented. East Anglia ONE (EA1) is complete;
· East Anglia THREE (EA3) is under construction. The EA3 converter station is currently being
· constructed at Bramford and works along the cable ducting route are being undertaken.
· Gull Wing Bridge: Thousands of Lowestoft residents made history on 7 September 2024 as they
· walked, wheeled and drove for the first time across the town’s new, world-leading and unique Gull
· Wing bridge. The civic opening ceremony took place on Tuesday 19 November 2024.
· Drax (formerly Progress Power) at Eye Airfield: Consented. Construction is ongoing.
In addition, there is the possibility in the medium term of additional NSIPs, in relation to hydrogen infrastructure, water reservoirs, data centres, energy generation and potentially, in the longer term, further National Grid infrastructure. Future newsletters will update on further developments.
(Suffolk Association of Local Councils and Suffolk County Council)
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/wjjel3Yyg9RK8eqK?ref=Link

Council fears pace of decision for large solar farm in north Suffolk
Suffolk County Council is calling on communities impacted by the proposed EcoPower solar farm, to act with urgency, and join the council in opposing the scheme.
· Unprecedented pace of planning application
· Inappropriate proposal which could take out quality farmland
· Serious concerns for welfare of local communities
The 250-megawatt solar farm and battery energy storage system will be spread out over 1,500 acres at multiple sites around Yaxley, Brome, Gislingham, Mellis, Eye and Occold.
EcoPower is proposing the bare minimum of engagement and is likely to submit its application to the Planning Inspectorate in around 12 months from now.
This means, unusually, that residents will have just two opportunities in the coming months to have their say. The first of these two is a non-statutory consultation, launched on 10 March. A statutory consultation will follow.
The council fears that communities won’t have enough time to familiarise themselves with the planning process, understand the potential impacts of the project, do their research, and make their points – unfortunately, it is not enough to simply state opposition to the project in a consultation response.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, said:
“The speed at which this proposal is moving is frightening for us as statutory consultees, as well as for local communities. It could also set a worrying precedent for future NSIP projects.
“As an example, the Sunnica solar farm, which was opposed by Suffolk County Council, took around six years from being launched, to being approved. The EcoPower project could be wrapped in as little as two years.
“This hurried process adds pressure on the county council, as well as communities, as it will require significant additional resources and staff to manage - on top of the other energy projects and NSIPs that we are already dealing with.
“This breakneck speed is no doubt influenced by the government’s unrealistic obsession to decarbonise our electricity supply by 2030. They must slow down to allow for proper planning, coordination of energy projects, and fair treatment of communities.”
The county council is formally opposed solar farm proposals that remove the top grades of agricultural land.
Independently conducted assessments will be required to provide reassurance that Suffolk’s best farmland will not be used, and put food security at risk.
The council also has a preference for rooftop-before-rural solar development and expects that solar developers should rule out any links to forced labour in their supply chains.
There are also serious concerns for the welfare of those in the communities affected by the proposed scheme. Such projects can change ways of life forever for those living near the proposed sites.
Councillors have seen first-hand, the stress and worry brought by the sudden announcement of a huge infrastructure projects. This is something that should not be underestimated, and should be recognised by a project promoter.
Cllr Rout continues:
“We will do what we can to support communities through the planning process, and we are currently writing to parish and town councils.
“However from my early meetings with EcoPower, I am concerned that they are not taking seriously the very real mental wellbeing impacts of their proposal.
“Local residents are foremost in my thoughts, and I have already met with some who have seen a real impact on house prices and sales in the area. This takes a huge toll on individuals and families, and EcoPower has a duty of care to our communities and needs to step up in this regard.
“It is a real concern that the Secretary of State will just wave through this project, as he did with Sunnica, despite the Planning Inspectorate’s recommendation not to proceed. But local communities must engage with the process and make their concerns known.
“I urge people to act quickly, and contribute fully and effectively to the consultation, before it closes on 18 April.”
Suffolk County Council has created a number of online resources to support communities who are facing planning proposals for these nationally significant infrastructure projects. These are available at www.suffolk.gov.uk The EcoPower Suffolk consultation is available at www.ecopowersuffolk.com


Suffolk Highways launches weeds and grass management programme for 2025
 
Spring has sprung and Suffolk Highways has commenced its summer maintenance works, which will see teams cut thousands of miles of grass verges and treat 2,300 miles of weeds.
 
Grass cutting is scheduled to start in May, with the grass verges alongside A and B roads across Suffolk being cut first and receiving two cuts each summer.
 
Verges alongside smaller roads, such as the county’s C and U class roads, will be cut once during the summer season.
 
Cutting is typically undertaken by tractors with a flail as this is the most efficient and effective way to undertake the vegetation works and dry weather is required as, similarly to household mowers, wet grass can clog the machinery.
 
These cuts are solely for safety purposes and district and borough councils will usually supplement these with amenity cuts throughout the year.
 
Suffolk Highways does not cut village greens, parks and open spaces, or rural verges that are not adjacent to the road.
 
Weed treatments have already commenced across the county.
 
Two treatments are applied to weeds in urban areas across Suffolk annually if it is deemed that the weeds may pose a safety risk due to obscuring visibility for road users or causing damage to pavements, kerbs, or surrounding walls.
 
Weeds in rural areas are not included in the annual weed treatment programme but will be treated on a site-specific basis if they are identified as being harmful or noxious.
 
All weed treatments are weather dependent and cannot be applied in high winds or if rain is forecast due to this reducing the effectiveness of the treatment.
 
Glyphosate is currently used for the treatment as this is not harmful to people or pets and has proved to be more effective than alternatives previously trialled in Suffolk.
 
However, a substitute for this is still being sought to support Suffolk County Council’s continued ambition to protect and enhance the environment.
 
Councillor Paul West, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for Ipswich, operational highways and flooding, said: “Summer maintenance, such as weed treatments and grass cutting, forms a significant part of Suffolk Highways’ workload, with us spending £1.9m on these soft estate activities each year, which is around 12% of our annual revenue budget.
 
“As part of our ongoing commitment to providing value for money for Suffolk residents, careful consideration has been given to where we cut and treat. We would also ask that landowners play their part by ensuring that any vegetation on their property does not spread on to the highway or obstruct visibility.
 
“Last year, we cut more than 7,000 miles of grass, which is the equivalent distance of London to Singapore, and applied more than 34,000 weed treatments across the county, both of which are a testament to the hard work and dedication of our summer maintenance teams.”
 
Further information on the grass cutting programme and weed treatment programme, including the planned dates for this to take place in local areas, can be viewed on the council’s website.


New Travel Toolkit to give young people the confidence to travel independently

A new Travel Toolkit has been launched to help young people to feel confident to travel independently on public transport.

The Independent Travel Toolkit is a website designed to assist young people in learning the skills needed for independent travel, featuring guidance for parents, guardians, carers, schools, and the young travelers themselves.

This week marks Neurodiversity Awareness Week (17th-23rd March) which highlights the importance of being inclusive within our schools and communities to people who are neurodivergent - who think and learn a little differently than most people, such as young people with ADHD, Autism or Dyslexia.

Using public transport can often be a challenge for neurodivergent young people.
The Independent Travel Toolkit has been designed and developed over the past year, in collaboration with young people and parents and carers. Development of the toolkit has been assisted by Suffolk County Council’s Passenger Transport team colleagues from the Essex County Council Suffolk Travel Training team, Suffolk County Council Children’s and Young People Services, representatives from the Suffolk Parent Carer Forum, and students and staff from Suffolk New College Rural.

Cllr Chris Chambers, Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste, said:
“We know that using public transport for the first time is something that can seem daunting for a young person. The Independent Travel Toolkit has been designed to equip young people with everything they need to feel more confident to travel independently, reducing their reliance on others while expanding their opportunities. Whether you’re starting to travel independently or need guidance, you’ll find useful tools to ensure a safe and successful journey, and we hope the toolkit will encourage more young people to use public transport.”

The Travel Toolkit website offers young people a range of useful tools and advice to help them:
· learn about travelling own their own
· prepare for journeys and what to do if things don’t go to plan
· feel more confident about using public transport.
There is also useful information to guide parents and carers, and professionals who support a young person.

A short film has been released which forms part of the toolkit, in collaboration with students and staff at Suffolk New College Rural. The video explains in simple steps how to plan and prepare for a bus journey.   Watch the film: How to catch a Bus.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30-pVKa3_z8 

We would like for you to feel happy and confident riding the bus in Suffolk. Follow the steps in this video to help you have a safe and successful bus journey, wherever you want to go.
The Independent Travel Toolkit has been funded through the Department for Transport’s Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP).

Extra £9 million will fund new places for pupils with SEND
Hundreds of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in Suffolk are set to benefit from new government funding.
It has been announced that Suffolk will receive £9,441,348 from the Department for Education to invest in new SEND school places.
Plans will now be drawn up by the Local Area SEND Partnership.
This funding is in addition to the 200 new SEND places that Suffolk County Council’s cabinet will discuss on Tuesday 1 April.
Andrew Reid, Cabinet member for Education and SEND at Suffolk County Council, said: “This investment is a welcome addition for Suffolk’s children and young people, and their families.
“In the last five years, we have agreed 1,025 new specialist places. However, our analysis tells us we must continue to invest in new places to keep up with demand. This new funding will support that growth.”
Using the recently published Joint SEND Needs Assessment Report, work is underway to create a Joint SEND Sufficiency Plan, written in conjunction with health, social care, inclusion and transport. This will establish how this new money should be spent.
The additional funding, announced on Thursday by the Department for Education, is from the High Needs Provision Capital Allocation and awarded to all local authorities across England. In total, the East of England will receive £126.6 million which will fund around 1,000 places for children with SEND.
The Local Area Partnership, which delivers SEND services in the county, is made up of Suffolk County Council, the NHS Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care Board (ICB) and NHS Norfolk and Waveney ICB, the Suffolk Parent Carer Forum and education settings.

The toolkit is designed to engage, inform and educate young bus users of the future which aligns with BSIP goals. To find out more, visit: www.independenttraveltoolkit.com

£4 million skills funding boost for Norfolk and Suffolk
Up to £4 million will be spent delivering free skills training to an extra 1,345 adults across Norfolk and Suffolk in 2025/26.
The funding has been allocated to Suffolk County Council by the Department for Education to support the continued success of the region’s Skills Bootcamps, which help people gain the skills they need to land well-paid jobs in high-demand industries.
The industry-led courses are key to driving economic growth in the region, supporting both the Local Growth Plan for Norfolk and the Suffolk Economic Strategy. They are designed to address skills shortages in sectors like digital technology, construction, engineering, net zero and childcare.
The flexible and accessible nature of the Skills Bootcamps makes them ideal for adults looking to upskill, change careers or return to work. Courses last up to 16 weeks and offer a combination of online and in-person learning to suit a variety of schedules.
Each course is tailored to meet the specific needs of local employers, ensuring that learners are trained in areas where there are real job opportunities.
The funding also offers a boost to businesses, enabling them to train new staff or upskill existing employees. Many of the training costs are covered, and employers can work directly with training providers to create courses that align with their needs.
Cllr Richard Smith, Suffolk County Council deputy leader and cabinet member for finance, economic development and skills, said:
"Securing this funding means that even more people across Norfolk and Suffolk will have access to high-quality training, leading to real job opportunities. Skills Bootcamps not only help individuals develop valuable skills but also support businesses by providing the skilled workforce they need to succeed. This investment is a significant step towards a stronger, more resilient local economy and ensures that local employers have access to a job-ready workforce.”
To learn more about the success of learners and employers in the programme, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/business/supporting-employers-training-your-workforce/skills-bootcamps/our-success-stories
Applications for the next round of Skills Bootcamps will open soon.
For more information about available courses or to apply, visit: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/business/supporting-employers-training-your-workforce/skills-bootcamps
Employers looking to recruit or upskill staff through the programme can contact Bev Wallman at bev.wallman@suffolk.gov.uk or skillsbootcamp@suffolk.gov.uk
[image: Funded by UK Government]

OPINION - How government funding will help us tackle the threat of flooding
By Councillor Paul West, Cabinet member for Operational Highways and Flooding
You will have seen recently the welcome news that the Environment Agency has confirmed millions of pounds of funding for flood relief schemes in Suffolk.
£68 million will be spent on projects across East Anglia, of which flood schemes in Suffolk have been allocated more than £14 million.
This is very good news as it means Suffolk County Council can continue to develop and deliver these important flood relief schemes.
Over the last year the council has worked hard to ensure proposed developments and works to watercourses across Suffolk mitigate flood risk. (Picture: SCC)
Our landscape means Suffolk is vulnerable to flooding, both inland and from the sea, a scenario that is compounded by the impact of increased rainfall through climate change, so we need prepare against it.
Therefore I am very happy to see our schemes are being supported financially by the Environment Agency.
Significantly, the hugely important Benacre and Kessingland flood risk management scheme receives £10,105,000.
This is a £64m project that will ensure the A12 is protected from coastal flooding. It is being implemented by the Waveney, Lower Yare and Lothingland Internal Drainage Board but Suffolk County Council has provided £2 million and agreed to underwrite a further £2.7m to enable it to proceed.
Other council projects to receive funding from the EA are the Sudbury Surface Water Flood Alleviation scheme, which receives £300,000, and the Leiston Surface Flood Water scheme which receives £202,000.
The Sudbury scheme will add another flood storage basin to one SCC constructed in 2022 and which will reduce the flood risk for more than 20 homes, while the Leiston scheme will provide property level flood protection to 40 households in the town and surrounding villages that have either experienced internal flooding, or are at high risk of flooding.
We have also completed a SuDs in Schools project, working in partnership with Anglian Water and the Department for Education, at three schools, including the High School in Leiston.
The project has resulted in flood attenuation measures such as flood storage basins, rain gardens, and planters that store water from downpipes, while providing educational resources for pupils. The overall project will cost £190,000, with £180,000 of this secured from external partners.
Suffolk County Council is classed as a Lead Local Flood Authority. As such we are responsible for investigating three types of flooding:
· Surface water (rainfall) runoff, which flows from, or over, surfaces that cannot easily absorb water
· Overflowing ordinary watercourses (e.g. small streams/ditches)
· Groundwater flooding caused when heavy or prolonged rainfall makes the groundwater table rise above its normal level
Over the last year we have worked hard to ensure proposed developments and works to watercourses across Suffolk mitigate flood risk.
This also includes mapping more than 4,500 individual historic flood incidents and developing a new flood risk asset register mapping system.
A Suffolk Flood Risk Partnership Day was also held to foster greater collaboration and information-sharing among stakeholders, leading to improved flood management strategies and effectiveness of flood mitigation projects across the region.
As we all know, Storm Babet in 2023 had a huge impact on Suffolk and, two years on, its effects are still being felt.
Flood resilience schemes in Needham Market and Debenham because of Storm Babet will get funding from the EA money - £560,000 in Needham Market and £81,000.
These projects, led by the Environment Agency, will fund flood doors and other measures to prevent flood water entering individual properties. Suffolk County Council supported the EA to identify affected homes and promote the availability of this funding.
The council’s Flood Investigations and Grants Team also administers a separate grant fund specifically to support those properties flooded during Storm Babet.
The incredible hard work of this team cannot be understated. It was created in the immediate aftermath of the storm and has excelled, so much so that it has now been shortlisted in the ‘Small Team of the Year’ category in the Local Government Chronicle Awards 2025. I am sure you will join me in wishing them the very best of luck.
If you were affected by Babet and have not yet made an application for funding, please note that the grant for new applications closes in May.

Step and cycle into spring and summer with free walking and cycling activities in Ipswich and Lowestoft
The council's Way To Go team has launched new groups for people to promote walking and cycling.
British Summer Time starts this weekend and to mark the arrival of lighter and warmer days Suffolk County Council has announced new free walking and cycling activities in Ipswich and Lowestoft.

The council’s Way To Go team is offering 43 weekly walking and cycling groups, catering for all levels of ability from ‘cuppa and a stroll’ beginner meet-ups to more advanced walking and cycling sessions.

The groups are for people such as parents with young children to enjoy cycling and walking.
The new groups were launched this week and provide walks for targeted groups such as those living with memory loss and dementia, and parents and children.
There is also a regular Wednesday evening adult ‘easy cycling’ group in both locations.
Hundreds of residents have already taken part in similar activities over the last two years, but by bringing people together in such groups it not only helps to improve physical health but also creates a shared sense of community that improves mental health and supports regular attendance.

Accessible cycles are available to loan for free to community groups in Ipswich and Lowestoft including 4-wheelers, tandems and balance-supported bikes which are ideal for residents with mobility challenges.

Free bike repair and ‘Learn To Fix’ sessions are on offer, further empowering people to sustain their newfound activity.

Councillor Chris Chambers, Suffolk County Council Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste said: "There’s never been a better time to embrace walking and cycling, whether you’re experienced or just getting started.
“As more people discover the benefits of active travel - improved health, reduced transport costs, and a positive impact on the environment - I am delighted to welcome these new groups and individuals.
“Walking and cycling are more than just ways to get around; they connect communities, create opportunities for social interaction, and make our streets more vibrant and accessible for everyone.”

By giving residents more choice in how they travel, whether for short journeys or as part of a longer trip, the Way to Go team hope that more people will choose to walk, cycle or wheel rather than automatically jump into their car.
For more details on these, and other schemes around the county, go to the Way To Go new website thewaytogosuffolk.org.uk

Best wishes
TJ

The locality grant pots re-started on the 01.04
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