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Recognition for armed forces community support
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]East Suffolk Council has been recognised for its commitment to supporting the armed forces community with a bronze award from the Defence Employer Recognition Scheme (ERS).
The scheme recognises employers for pledging, demonstrating or advocating support for defence and armed forces personnel, while aligning their values with the Armed Forces Covenant.
To qualify for a bronze award, as well as having signed the Armed Forces Covenant, employers must pledge to support the local armed forces community and employment of reservists, veterans, cadet instructors and military spouses or partners.
East Suffolk Council's Armed Forces Champion, Cllr Lee Reeves said: “I am very pleased that the Ministry of Defence has confirmed that East Suffolk Council as a recipient of the ERS bronze award for its support of the armed forces community in our area.
“We recently updated our pledge to the Armed Forces Covenant and will now be looking at the next steps required to move forward with applying for the silver award and to further improve our support.
“As a recent demonstration of that support, our Community Help Hub team joined the NHS Be Well Bus at Rock Barracks earlier this month to offer information and advice to our local service community.”
East Suffolk Council’s pledge also includes an ongoing commitment to working with Rock Barracks as a local planning authority on engagement and decisions around redevelopment and expansion, to enable modern and improved housing to personnel and their families, including acting as a facilitator of community engagement on development projects.

Council urges local people to have their say on Sea Link
East Suffolk Council is urging local residents to get involved in the next stage of the planning process for the proposed Sea Link project.
The project, which is being developed by National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET), involves the reinforcement of the electricity transmission network between Suffolk and Kent.

While part of the project comprises a 122km offshore Direct Current link, a significant amount of onshore infrastructure is proposed, with landfall between Thorpeness and Aldeburgh, onshore underground cables, connection to the transmission network via either the proposed substation at Friston or via a new substation, and a 2GW converter station proposed near Saxmundham.

The onshore infrastructure will have significant environmental, social and economic impacts, both alone and cumulatively with other nationally significant projects also being proposed in East Suffolk. 

East Suffolk Council has raised specific concerns regarding the project and is committed to working constructively with NGET to achieve the best possible outcomes for communities and the local environment, if the project were to be consented and delivered. 

The Secretary of State has decided that the Sea Link project will be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP). NGET, as the developer, is therefore required to apply for consent where the final decision whether to give permission will be made by the Secretary of State through the granting of a Development Consent Order (DCO). 

The application has been submitted for examination to the Planning Inspectorate, and only those registered will be able to comment during the examination period. Organisations and individuals wishing to comment must register as an Interested Party by Monday 23 June 2025: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020026
Cllr Tom Daly, East Suffolk’s cabinet member for Energy and Climate Change, said: “Whilst attending the recent roadshow event in Saxmundham, the councillors and officers present were inundated with concerns from local residents about the impact of Sea Link and other proposed energy projects on the Suffolk coast. 

“We are now approaching a significant phase of the planning process for Sea Link, and we want to ensure residents understand the proposals and their implications for the local area. Most importantly we want residents to understand how they can submit their views for consideration by the Planning Inspectorate, who will make the final decision about whether Sea Link goes ahead.

“Over the years of pre-application engagement, the Council has repeatedly called for a coordinated approach to delivering the infrastructure for Sea Link and has provided extensive responses to all consultations previously held. In all these responses, the Council has raised significant concerns that issues have not been satisfactorily addressed by NGET, including the limited amount of information shared with the Council for review and response.

“Earlier this year, we wrote to National Grid to highlight our concerns and to request that many of the issues raised were addressed prior to the submission to the Planning Inspectorate and are currently awaiting a response.

“We are now approaching the examination stage and only those organisations and individuals registered as Interested Parties will be able to submit their views to the Planning Inspectorate during this stage. Therefore, I would urge people who wish to give their views to register as an Interested Party before 23 June.”

A statement from Cllr Tom Daly, East Suffolk Council’s Cabinet Member for Energy Projects, following confirmation by the government of £14.2bn funding for the construction of the Sizewell C Nuclear Power Station:
“East Suffolk Council believes that truly renewable energy, such as offshore and onshore wind and solar, provides a better long-term answer to the energy security and carbon reduction future of the UK. However, with this announcement, the Sizewell C project now proceeds with certainty, and we will work closely with Sizewell C Ltd and our technical advisors to ensure that the funding we secured for local communities will genuinely benefit the people we serve. 
“This ‘Deed of Obligation’ includes a commitment by Sizewell C, secured by East Suffolk Council, to provide £30 million in investment for housing, economic development and tourism schemes, as well as a £23 million community fund and £12 million towards the natural environment.  
“East Suffolk Council also requests - in parallel with this significant investment in nuclear energy - that similar funding will be provided for community energy and domestic insulation solutions to meet the urgency of the climate crisis and unaffordable energy prices for many. 
“Domestic solar PV combined with other appropriate energy saving technologies are both a realistic and achievable, cost-effective path to meeting our climate commitments, as well as alleviating fuel poverty.
“Meanwhile, through meetings with ministers and regular engagement we will continue to lobby the government further to ensure a coordinated and strategic approach to energy policy and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects which protects the wellbeing of this district.
“As part of this we are urging local residents to get involved in the next stage of the planning process for the proposed Sea Link project, for which a significant amount of onshore infrastructure is proposed, impacting the East Suffolk district.
“The application has been submitted for examination to the Planning Inspectorate, and only those registered will be able to comment during the examination period. Organisations and individuals wishing to comment must register as an Interested Party by Monday 23 June 2025 at Sea Link - Project information.”

£4.8million for leisure centre decarbonisation drive
Ambitious plans to upgrade and decarbonise three of the district’s leisure centres are moving forward after East Suffolk Council successfully secured a £2.8million Government grant.
Along with an additional £2m investment of its own, the grant of £2.8m from the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme, run by Salix on behalf of the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, will help the Council take a major step towards its goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2030.
Leisure centres currently represent the single largest contributor to the Council’s greenhouse gas emissions – now accounting for around 42% of the total – and tackling emissions from the buildings is crucial to reaching overall carbon reduction targets.
Planned upgrades to Leiston, Waterlane, and Deben leisure centres will focus on replacing outdated gas boilers with cutting-edge air source heat pump systems for heating, and CO2 heat pumps for hot water in some locations, significantly cutting energy use and emissions at all three sites.
Additionally, Deben Leisure Centre will benefit from a new roof, and all three centres will gain further solar panel installations to help offset increased electricity use from the switch to electric-only systems. Funding will also help future-proof the centres by supporting the replacement of ageing equipment due for renewal – reducing the carbon footprint while avoiding major upfront costs.
Councillor Sarah Whitelock, Cabinet Member for Communities, Culture, Leisure and Tourism, said: “This funding is a game-changer. It allows us to make real progress towards our environmental goals while continuing to invest in high-quality leisure facilities for our communities. We’re proud to be taking action that benefits both residents and the planet.”
All schemes will be implemented within two years – marking a significant step towards a greener, more sustainable future for East Suffolk, benefitting both the environment and local community.
Director of public sector decarbonisation at Salix, Ian Rodger said: “It’s crucial we get to grips with carbon emissions if we are to reach our ambitious net zero targets set by UK Government. 
“We are delighted to work with East Suffolk Council through the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme. It’s clear that its leisure centres are the biggest single contributor to greenhouse gas emissions and this project will make a difference to not only the energy efficiency of the buildings but to the planet too.

Grant launched for community building projects
Village halls, community centres and other ‘community hubs’ across East Suffolk are invited to apply for a grant of up to £15,000 for upgrades, improvements and essential repairs.
The new grant scheme, worth a total of £190,000, is funded through the UK Government Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) and the East Suffolk Community Partnership Board, and will provide grants of up to 80% of the total cost of the project. 
Grants are aimed at local organisations that want to improve, repair, enhance or upgrade their building, or what’s on offer inside the building for the local community. Examples could include:
• Increasing digital access by installing or improving broadband
• Increasing accessibility to the building
• Replacing a kitchen to support additional user groups
• Installing sustainable energy solutions like PV cells or ground/air source heat pumps
The grant scheme also recognises that sometimes essential repairs and maintenance, for example to the roof, windows, doors or floors, are a priority to keep the doors open to the community. 
Applications are open until 9am on 16 September and will be considered by a grant panel. All funding must be spent, and the project completed by 31 March 2026.
Community Centre and Village Hall Repairs and Improvement Fund guidance
Application form

East Suffolk residents urged to recycle their electricals as new kerbside collections roll out across the district
East Suffolk Council today unveils its plans to introduce kerbside collections of small electrical items across the whole of East Suffolk. Collections will begin in the coming weeks with the hope that 120,000 households in the local community will get behind its drive to recycle their electricals.
The new kerbside collections will enable residents to leave small electrical items on top of their wheeled bins on their usual bin collection day and items will then be collected by the refuse crew and taken away for recycling. There is no need to bag the items.

This is one of over 60 UK projects funded by Material Focus, the not for profit leading the Recycle Your Electricals campaign, who have provided £60,724 to support this project. East Suffolk Council are joining other projects around the country in making it easier for 10 million UK residents to recycle their electricals.

Following a trial of the scheme in parts of the district last year, electrical kerbside collections will now be rolled out across all of East Suffolk. Residents are advised to look out for a leaflet advising them when collections will start in their area.

Electrical collections will take place at the same time as existing household waste or recycling collections. Collected items will be sorted for recycling or where appropriate, given to local charities The Repair Shed in Martlesham and the Benjamin Foundation in Lowestoft for repair before selling the items to raise money. To try and manage demand on the service residents are asked to leave no more than 2 small electrical items, unbagged, out for collection each week. If the collection basket on the refuse vehicle is full, items can be scheduled for collection the following week.

Residents will be made aware of how and where they can recycle their electricals through information on leaflets and on eye-catching social media featuring HypnoCat. Keep an eye out for HypnoCat, the Recycle Your Electricals mesmerising pink, fluffy mascot, who is on a mission to hypnotise local residents into recycling their electricals.

This project is part of the new 2025 funding for the Electricals Recycling Fund where Material Focus has allocated an additional £750,000. The aim of the nationwide Electricals Recycling Fund is to significantly reduce e-waste and its environmental impact by making it easier for consumers to recycle their electricals. The projects that have been funded by Material Focus include a variety of recycling methods, from kerbside collections to more drop-off points in schools, community centres, and bring banks. Overall there will be over 400 new collection points plus kerbside collections for 3 million UK residents.

Recycle Your Electricals research has shown that 80% of consumers believe recycling is a good thing, and many of us already recycle things like paper and plastic. Research has also shown that most of us have unwanted electricals we want to get rid of. On average there are at least 30 electricals hidden away in drawers in UK homes, a total of 880 million items across the UK - with a simple repair many could be donated or sold to people who could put them to good use. And yet 39% of people bin electricals, rather than recycle or reuse them leading to over 100,000 tonnes of electricals thrown away every year. The aim of these projects is to overcome these issues by making it easier to repair, donate or recycle electricals. 

To find your nearest recycling point search recycle your electricals.
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